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one of the longest; inscriptions of,- the temple and gives very detailed information like the cost of 3 rekai {or 30 panams) for 3000 mangoes, 1 rekai for 1 jack-fruit, 5 panams for. 300 cocoa nuts, 7 panams for 3700 betels, etc. etc, A very detailed list of all available fruits, ingredients etc. is given. Since the total should come to 2000 chzkra-pon, the monetary equation between chakra-pon and panam (and incidentally of rekai-pon also) can be established. The entire monetary system of Vijayanagar can thus be ver easily mapped out.
(Hi) The above is one of the very rare Tirupati inscriptions which yives the yield of a village. Since paddy (and rice) being one of the major ingredients of the prasadams, can be valued, as explained above, working back from paddy to panam, to chakrapon can be worked out. The village is stated to be situated in Jagadabhi Gutti Sirmai and its modern location is easily found out. Hence a comparative agricultural yield of a village in the days of Sadasivaraya as compared with modern days can be worked out by intensive research. This will be a major breakthrough in the elucidation of the socio-economic conditions of Vijayanagar, Added to it the kuc/ivaram share of the cultivator can be worked out and we can have an accurate documented data on how prosperous and contented the villagers were in Vijayanagar days.
Endowments by temple servants
A peculiar feature noted in the chart analysis of the above inscriptions, is that the temple functionaries themselves had granted as much as 42 villages out of 114 in the 60 years taken for study. Similarly, their endowment accounts for 25% of the monetary endowment This looks prirna facie, strange since normally endowment^ are made by either devotees or royal patrons, and it looks extremely odd that the temple functionaries who should really be receiving these endowments would themselves endow as much as 42 of the total of 114 village endowments to the Lord,
There must be an economic reason for this and the temple inscriptions themselves give a clue to |he,elucidation of the above point,
'Economically speaking the temple functionaries who generally* recited Sanskrit and Tamil verses, of were musicians/poets, dancers, etc., depended primarily for their livelihood upon their share of the prasacfa of the temple. In one inscription in the shrine of Sri Govindarajaswami of 1467 A. D. (No. 30 of Volume II), it is stated that the temple functionaries of the temple petitioned that they might be permitted to distribute among themselves the prasattam 'offered to that Lord, similar to the practice df Tirumalai, so as to maintain themselves, This clearly shows that.the prasad-a was the main source of income for the temple functionaries. It follows, therefore, that the greater the-suppy of prasacfa to the Lord, the greater the income accrueing to the temple functionaries since they had no other income from the temple,
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